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Item 5.   Other Events.

On July 22, 2002, the Registrant issued a press release announcing the
election of Robert D. Walter to its Board of Directors.  A portion of such press
release is filed herein as Exhibit 99.1.
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                                   SIGNATURE

     Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                       AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY
                                       (REGISTRANT)

                                        By /s/  Stephen P. Norman
                                         Name:  Stephen P. Norman
                                         Title: Secretary

DATE:   July 22, 2002

                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

Item No.                          Description
----------                        -----------

  99.1       A portion of press release of American Express Company dated
             July 22, 2002.

                                                           Exhibit 99.1

    News Release     News Release     News Release       News Release

                                          Contact:  Tony Mitchell
                                                    (212) 640-9668
                                                    anthony.a.mitchell@aexp.com

                                                    Molly Faust
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                               212/640-0624
                                                    molly.faust@aexp.com

               AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY ELECTS NEW BOARD MEMBER

     NEW YORK, July 22, 2002 -- AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY today announced the
election of Robert D. Walter, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Cardinal
Health, Inc., to the Board of Directors of American Express Company.

     Mr. Walter has been Chairman and CEO of Cardinal Health, Inc., since
founding the company in 1971. Cardinal Health is a leading provider of
products and services supporting the health care industry - including
developing, manufacturing, marketing and distributing patient care products
and technologies as well as offering consulting and other services to improve
quality and efficiency in health care. The Ohio-based company employs 49,000
people around the world.
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     Mr. Walter, 57, received a B.S. degree from Ohio University and an MBA
degree from the Harvard University Business School.

     American Express Company (www. americanexpress.com), founded in 1850, is
a global travel, financial and network services provider.
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