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Registrant�s telephone number, including area code: (415) 408-4700

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

o    Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o    Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o    Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of
this chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).

Emerging growth company o

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with
any new or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. o
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Item 8.01. Other Events.

On July 18, 2017, Willis Lease Finance Corporation issued a news release announcing the offering of $335.7 million of fixed rate notes by
Willis Engine Structured Trust III, its direct, wholly-owned subsidiary.

A copy of the news release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference. The news release shall not constitute an
offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy, nor shall there be any sale of, the Notes in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale
would be unlawful. The Notes will not be registered under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the �Securities Act�), and may not be offered
or sold in the United States absent registration or an applicable exemption from registration requirements. The Notes are being offered only to
qualified institutional buyers under Rule 144A under the Securities Act and outside the United States in compliance with Regulation S under the
Securities Act.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

(d) Exhibits.

Exhibit
No. Description

99.1 News release dated July 18, 2017, announcing the offering by Willis Engine Structured Trust III of $335.7
million of fixed rate notes.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

WILLIS LEASE FINANCE CORPORATION

Date: July 18, 2017 By: /s/ Dean M. Poulakidas
Dean M. Poulakidas
Senior Vice President and General Counsel
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Exhibit Index

Exhibit
No. Description

99.1 News release dated July 18, 2017, announcing the offering by Willis Engine Structured Trust III of $335.7
million of fixed rate notes.
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