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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

[ ] Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
[ 1 Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
[ ] Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

[ ] Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

ITEM 8.01 OTHER EVENTS

On March 23, 2005, our shareholders approved the Agreement and Plan of Merger in which SCBT Interim Corporation, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of South Carolina Bank & Trust, N.A. ( SCBT Bank ), a national banking association and a wholly-owned subsidiary of SCBT
Financial Corporation, will merge with and into New Commerce Bancorp ( New Commerce ). Immediately thereafter, New Commerce and New
Commerce Bank, N.A., a wholly-owned subsidiary of New Commerce, will merge with and into SCBT Bank. The merger is subject to
regulatory approvals and is expected to close in the second quarter of 2005.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by
the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

NEW COMMERCE BANCORP

By: /s/ Frank W. Wingate
Name: Frank W. Wingate
Title:  President and Chief Executive Officer

Dated: March 24, 2005
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