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24 2" Avenue, S.E.
Moultrie, Georgia 31768
(229) 890-1111

(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Copies to:
Steven E. Fox, Esq. Kathryn Knudson, Esq.
Rogers & Hardin LLP Powell Goldstein LLP
2700 International Tower One Atlantic Center, Fourteenth Floor
229 Peachtree Street, N.E. 1201 West Peachtree Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 Atlanta, Georgia 30309
(404) 522-4700 (404) 572-6600

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: Upon the merger of Islands Bancorp with and into the Registrant.

If the securities being registered on this Form are being offered in connection with the formation of a holding company and there is compliance with General

Instruction G, check the following box. ~

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities

Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ~

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act registration

statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Proposed Proposed
Title of each class of securities to Amount maximum offering maximum aggregate
be registered to be registered® price per unit offering price®
Common Stock, par value $1.00 per
share 661,846 shares N/A $2,988,800

Amount of

registration fee

$320

(1) This amount is based upon the estimated maximum number of shares of the registrant s common stock issuable upon the consummation of the merger
described in this Registration Statement and is approximately equal to the sum of (i) (a) the 555,195 shares of Islands Bancorp common stock which may be
exchanged for shares of the registrant s common stock in connection with the merger, based upon the 740,260 shares of Islands Bancorp common stock
outstanding on September 30, 2006, multiplied by (b) a share exchange ratio of 1.0714 shares of the registrant s common stock issuable in exchange for each
outstanding share of Islands Bancorp common stock, and (ii) the 66,994 shares of the registrant s common stock which may be issued in connection with the

merger in exchange for the 112,550 warrants to purchase shares of Islands Bancorp common stock outstanding on September 30, 2006.
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(2) This amount is estimated solely for purposes of calculating the registration fee. It is calculated pursuant to paragraphs (f)(2) and (f)(3) of Rule 457 under the
Securities Act of 1933 and is equal to (i) the product of (a) $9.60, the per share book value of Islands Bancorp common stock as of September 30, 2006, and
(b) the 740,260 shares of Islands Bancorp common stock outstanding on September 30, 2006; less (ii) the minimum amount of cash to be paid by the
registrant in the transaction, which is anticipated to be approximately $4,117,696.

THE REGISTRANT HEREBY AMENDS THIS REGISTRATION STATEMENT ON SUCH DATE OR DATES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO DELAY ITS
EFFECTIVE DATE UNTIL THE REGISTRANT SHALL FILE A FURTHER AMENDMENT WHICH SPECIFICALLY STATES THAT THIS
REGISTRATION STATEMENT SHALL THEREAFTER BECOME EFFECTIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8(a) OF THE SECURITIES ACT OF
1933 OR UNTIL THE REGISTRATION STATEMENT SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE ON SUCH DATE AS THE COMMISSION, ACTING PURSUANT
TO SAID SECTION 8(a), MAY DETERMINE.
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THE INFORMATION IN THIS PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS IS NOT COMPLETE AND MAY BE CHANGED. AMERIS
BANCORP MAY NOT DISTRIBUTE OR ISSUE THE SHARES OF AMERIS COMMON STOCK DESCRIBED HEREIN UNTIL
THE REGISTRATION STATEMENT OF WHICH THIS PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS IS A PART HAS BEEN DECLARED
EFFECTIVE BY THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION. THIS PROXY STATEMENT/PROSPECTUS DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE AN OFFER TO SELL, OR THE SOLICITATION OF AN OFFER TO BUY, ANY SECURITIES, OR THE
SOLICITATION OF A PROXY, IN ANY JURISDICTION TO OR FROM ANY PERSON TO WHOM IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAKE
ANY SUCH OFFER OR SOLICITATION IN SUCH JURISDICTION.

PRELIMINARY SUBJECT TO COMPLETION
DATED , 2006
PROPOSED MERGER YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT
To Islands Shareholders:

I am writing to you today about our proposed merger with Ameris Bancorp. The boards of directors of Ameris Bancorp and Islands Bancorp
have each agreed to a merger that will result in Islands merging with and into Ameris. This transaction provides Islands with growth and
strategic opportunities that would not be available to Islands on a stand-alone basis.

You will be asked to vote on the merger at a special meeting of the shareholders of Islands to be held on , 2006 at a.m., local
time, at . We cannot complete the merger unless the holders of at least two-thirds of the shares of Islands common stock outstanding on

, 2006, the record date for the special meeting, vote in favor of approval and adoption of the merger agreement. A copy of the
merger agreement is attached as APPENDIX A to this proxy statement/prospectus. We urge you to read this proxy statement/prospectus
carefully and in its entirety. Your board of directors recommends that you vote FOR the approval and adoption of the merger agreement.

Subject to certain exceptions described in this proxy statement/prospectus, if the merger is completed, then you will receive, for each Islands
share that you own, either (i) cash in the amount of $22.50 (if the tangible capital of Islands is at least $6,150,000) or $22.25 (if the tangible
capital of Islands is less than $6,150,000 but at least $6,000,000) or (ii) a to-be-determined number of shares of Ameris common stock with a
market value, measured as of a 10-day trading period prior to the closing of the merger, equal to $22.50 (if the tangible capital of Islands is at
least $6,150,000) or $22.25 (if the tangible capital of Islands is less than $6,150,000 but at least $6,000,000). For purposes of illustration only, if
the merger had occurred on September 22, 2006 and the tangible capital of Islands was $6,175,000, then the exchange ratio for each share of
Islands common stock would have been 0.8520 shares of Ameris common stock, having a value of $26.41 each based on the average closing
price of Ameris common stock over the trading period.

You may elect to receive Ameris common stock, cash or a combination of stock and cash for your Islands shares, subject to proration in the
event the aggregate stock elections are greater or less than 75%. Because elections are subject to proration, you may receive some stock, rather
than cash, even though you make an all-cash election, and you may receive some cash, rather than stock, even though you make an all-stock
election. We encourage you to obtain current market quotations for Ameris common stock, which is quoted on The Nasdaq Global Select
Market under the ticker symbol ABCB.

Whether or not you plan to attend the special meeting, please take the time to vote by completing and mailing the enclosed proxy card to us. If
you sign, date and mail your proxy card without indicating how you want to vote, your proxy will be counted as a vote in favor of the merger. If
you fail to return your proxy card or do not vote in person at the meeting, the effect will be the same as a vote against the merger.

Under South Carolina law, you are entitled to dissent from the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement. A copy of the dissenters
rights provisions under South Carolina law is attached as APPENDIX B to this proxy statement/prospectus.

We very much appreciate and look forward to your support.

Sincerely,
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D. Martin Goodman

Chairman of the Board,

Islands Bancorp

See _Risk Factors at page 12 for a discussion of certain factors that you should consider before you vote.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of the merger or the
securities to be issued in connection with the merger or passed upon the adequacy or accuracy of this proxy statement/prospectus. Any
representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The shares of Ameris common stock are not savings or deposit accounts or other obligations of any bank or non-bank subsidiary of any
of the parties, and they are not insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, the Bank Insurance Fund or any other
governmental agency.

The date of this proxy statement/prospectus is , 2006, and it is being mailed or otherwise delivered to Islands shareholders on or
about , 2006.
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PLEASE NOTE

This document, which is sometimes referred to as a proxy statement/prospectus , constitutes a proxy statement of Islands Bancorp with respect to
the solicitation of proxies from Islands shareholders for the special meeting described herein and a prospectus of Ameris Bancorp for the shares
of Ameris common stock that Ameris will issue to Islands shareholders in connection with the merger.

We have not authorized anyone to provide you with any information other than the information included in this proxy statement/prospectus and
the documents we refer you to herein. If someone provides you with other information, then please do not rely on it.

This proxy statement/prospectus has been prepared as of the date on the cover page. There may be changes in the affairs of Ameris or Islands
since that date that are not reflected in this document.

As used in this proxy statement/prospectus, the terms Ameris and Islands refer to Ameris Bancorp and Islands Bancorp, respectively, and, where
the context requires, to Ameris and Islands and their respective subsidiaries.

As permitted under the rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the SEC ), this proxy statement/prospectus incorporates important
business and financial information about Ameris that is contained in documents filed with the SEC and that is not included in, or delivered with,
this document. See the section entitled Incorporation of Certain Documents by Reference at page 66. You may obtain copies of these documents
without charge from the website maintained by the SEC at www.sec.gov as well as from other sources. You may also obtain copies of these
documents, without charge, by writing or calling:

Ms. Cindi H. Lewis
Ameris Bancorp
24 27 Avenue, S.E.
Moultrie, Georgia 31768
Telephone: (229) 8§90-1111

In order to obtain timely copies of such information in advance of the special meeting, you should make your request no later than
2006.
b
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ISLANDS BANCORP
2348 BOUNDARY STREET
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special meeting of shareholders of Islands Bancorp will be held at at
a.m., local time, on , 2006, for the following purposes:

1. To consider and vote upon a proposal to approve and adopt an agreement and plan of merger, dated as of August 15, 2006, pursuant to which
Ameris Bancorp will acquire Islands Bancorp. You can find a copy of the merger agreement attached as APPENDIX A to the accompanying
proxy statement/prospectus.

2. To transact such other business, if any, that may properly come before the special meeting or any adjournment or postponement of the special
meeting.

Only shareholders of record at the close of business on , 2006 are entitled to receive notice of and vote at the special meeting or any
adjournment or postponement of the special meeting. Approval and adoption of the merger agreement requires the affirmative vote of at least a
majority of all of the votes entitled to be cast at the special meeting. A failure to vote will have the same effect as voting against the approval and
adoption of the merger agreement.

Dissenters rights are available under South Carolina law to Islands shareholders with respect to the merger. See the section entitled Statutory
Provisions for Dissenting Shareholders at page 42 of the accompanying proxy statement/prospectus for a discussion of the availability of
dissenters rights and the procedures required to be followed to assert dissenters rights in connection with the merger.

We look forward to seeing you at the special meeting. Your vote is important. Please mark, sign and return your proxy card, whether or not you
plan to attend the special meeting.

Your board of directors has determined that the proposed merger is advisable and in the best interest of Islands and its shareholders.
Your board of directors recommends that you vote FOR the proposal to approve and adopt the merger agreement.

By Order of the Board of Directors,
D. Martin Goodman
Chairman of the Board

, 2006

Whether or not you expect to be present at the special meeting in person, please vote, sign, date and return the enclosed proxy promptly
in the enclosed business reply envelope. If you do attend the special meeting, then you may withdraw your proxy and vote in person.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE MERGER

AND THE SPECIAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

Q: WHY ARE YOU PROPOSING THAT ISLANDS BE ACQUIRED BY AMERIS?

A: We believe that the proposed acquisition of Islands by Ameris will provide our shareholders with substantial benefits and will enable us to
better serve our customers. Our products and markets generally are complementary, and the combined company should be in a better position to
take advantage of opportunities within our market. The merger will enable you to hold stock in a larger and more diversified entity, whose
shares are more widely held and more actively traded than are the shares of Islands, or to receive cash for all or a portion of your Islands shares.
To review the reasons for the merger in more detail, see the section entitled Reasons for the Merger at page 20.

Q: WHAT DO INEED TO DO NOW?
A: Carefully read this document, indicate on your proxy card how you want to vote, and sign, date and return the proxy card as soon as possible.
Islands board of directors has voted to recommend that Islands shareholders vote FOR the approval and adoption of the merger agreement.

Q: MY SHARES ARE HELD IN MY BROKER S NAME. HOW DO I GO ABOUT VOTING?

A: Copies of this proxy statement/prospectus have been sent to your broker, who must forward a copy to you. The broker will request
instructions from you as to how you want your shares to be voted and will vote your shares according to your instructions. Your broker cannot
vote your shares with respect to the merger without your instructions. Your failure to instruct your broker how to vote your shares with respect
to the merger will have the same effect as voting against the merger.

Q: WHAT WILL I RECEIVE IN THE MERGER?

A: Except in certain circumstances described under the section entitled Terms of the Merger Merger Consideration at page 30, if the merger is
completed, then you will receive, for each Islands share that you own, either (i) cash in the amount of $22.50 (if the tangible capital of Islands is
at least $6,150,000) or $22.25 (if the tangible capital of Islands is less than $6,150,000 but at least $6,000,000) or (ii) a to-be-determined number
of shares of Ameris common stock with a market value, measured as of a 10-day trading period prior to the closing of the merger (which is
referred to in this proxy statement/prospectus as the trading period ), equal to $22.50 (if the tangible capital of Islands is at least $6,150,000) or
$22.25 (if the tangible capital of Islands is less than $6,150,000 but at least $6,000,000). In either case, the purchase price for each Islands share
(which is referred to in this proxy statement/prospectus as the per share purchase price ) is determined based on the tangible capital of Islands
two days prior to the closing of the merger. You may elect to receive Ameris common stock, cash or a combination of stock and cash for your
Islands shares, subject to proration in the event the aggregate stock elections are greater or less than 75%. It is possible, therefore, that you will
receive a different proportion of stock and cash than you elect. For example, if stock elections representing more than 75% of the outstanding
shares of Islands common stock prior to the merger are made, then Ameris will prorate the number of shares of its common stock that the

holders of Islands common stock will receive so that no more than 75% of the Islands shares are converted into Ameris common stock.
Shareholders of Islands who do not properly submit an election for the type of consideration that they wish to receive will have their
consideration prorated before other shareholders. Ameris will not issue fractional shares. Islands shareholders who would otherwise be entitled
to receive a fractional share of Ameris common stock instead will receive cash based on the average closing price of the Ameris common stock
during the trading period.
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Q: WHAT ARE THE TAX CONSEQUENCES TO ME OF THE MERGER?

A: We do not expect the merger to result in the recognition of any tax by Islands shareholders for federal income tax purposes, except with
respect to any cash received. See the section entitled Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger at page 39 for a description of certain
federal income tax consequences of the merger.

Q: WHAT IS THE REQUIRED VOTE TO APPROVE AND ADOPT THE MERGER AGREEMENT?

A: The holders of two-thirds of the outstanding shares of Islands common stock as of , 2006, the record date for the special meeting,
must vote to approve and adopt the merger agreement in order for the merger to be completed. Abstentions from voting and broker non-votes are
not considered affirmative votes and, therefore, will have the same practical effect as a vote against the merger. In addition, all of Islands

directors, who beneficially owned, in the aggregate, approximately 34.0% of the outstanding shares of Islands common stock, as of the record

date, have entered into a voting agreement with Ameris pursuant to which they granted to Ameris an irrevocable proxy to vote all voting

securities of Islands held by such directors in favor of the approval and adoption of the merger agreement. No vote of Ameris shareholders is
required to complete the merger.

Q: SHOULD I SEND IN MY STOCK CERTIFICATES NOW?
A: No. Under separate cover from this proxy statement/prospectus, we will send all Islands shareholders written instructions and transmittal
materials for exchanging their share certificates. You will receive these instructions prior to the special meeting.

Q: IFILOST MY ISLANDS STOCK CERTIFICATE, CAN I STILL GET MY NEW STOCK?

A: Yes. However, you will have to provide a paid surety bond that will protect Ameris against a loss in the event someone finds or has your lost
certificate and is able to transfer it. To avoid having to pay for a surety bond, you should do everything you can to find your Islands certificate
before the time comes to send it in.

Q: AMIENTITLED TO DISSENTERS RIGHTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE MERGER?

A: Yes. If you wish, you may exercise dissenters rights arising out of the transactions contemplated by the merger agreement and obtain a cash
payment for the fair value of your shares under South Carolina law. To exercise dissenters rights, you must not vote in favor of the approval and
adoption of the merger agreement, and you must strictly comply with all of the applicable requirements of South Carolina law summarized under
the section entitled Statutory Provisions for Dissenting Shareholders at page 42. The fair value of your shares may be more or less than the
consideration to be paid in the merger. We have included a copy of the applicable provisions of South Carolina law as APPENDIX B to this

proxy statement/prospectus.

Q: HOWDOIELECT THE TYPE OF THE MERGER CONSIDERATION THAT I PREFER TO RECEIVE?

A: Under separate cover from this proxy statement/prospectus, we will send all Islands shareholders an election form and transmittal materials
prior to the special meeting. You must properly complete and deliver to the exchange agent the election materials, together with your stock
certificates (or a properly completed notice of guaranteed delivery). A return envelope will be enclosed for submitting the election form and
certificates to the exchange agent. This is different from the envelope that you will use to return your completed proxy card. Please do not send
your stock certificates or form of election with your proxy card. Election forms and stock certificates (or a properly completed notice of
guaranteed delivery) must be

Q-2
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received by the exchange agent by the election deadline, which is 5:00 p.m., Eastern time, on , 2006. If your shares are held in a
brokerage or other custodial account, you should receive instructions from the entity where your shares are held advising you of the procedures
for making your election and delivering your shares. If you do not receive these instructions, you should contact the entity where your shares are
held. If you do not submit a properly completed and signed election form to the exchange agent by the election deadline (or if you submit a
properly completed election form indicating no election, together with the certificates representing all of your shares), then you will be deemed
to have made an election to convert all of your Islands shares into shares of Ameris common stock. In the event the merger agreement is
terminated, any Islands stock certificates that you previously sent to the exchange agent will be promptly returned to you without charge.

Q: CANIBE SURE OF THE VALUE OF THE SHARES OF ANY AMERIS COMMON STOCK THAT I RECEIVE IN THE
MERGER?

A: No. The value of the merger consideration composed of Ameris common stock can change, although the cash portion of the merger

consideration will not change. See the section entitled Terms of the Merger Merger Consideration at page 30.

Q: WHEN DO YOU EXPECT TO COMPLETE THE MERGER?
A: We are working toward completing the merger as quickly as possible. In addition to Islands shareholder approval, we must also obtain
regulatory approvals. We expect the merger to be completed before the end of the year.

Q: WHO SHOULD I CALL WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MERGER?
A: If you have any questions about the merger, you should contact Cindi H. Lewis at Ameris at (229) 8§90-1111.

Q-3
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A WARNING ABOUT FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This proxy statement/prospectus includes forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as

amended (the Securities Act ), and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange Act ). Forward-looking

statements discuss future expectations, describe future plans and strategies, contain projections of results of operations or of financial condition

or state other forward-looking information. Forward-looking statements are generally identifiable by the use of forward-looking terminology

such as anticipate, believe, continue, could, endeavor, estimate, expect, forecast, goal, intend, may, objective,
should, will and other similar words and expressions of future intent.

The ability of Ameris and Islands to predict results or the actual effect of future plans or strategies is inherently uncertain. Although Ameris and
Islands believe that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions, actual results and
performance could differ materially from those set forth in the forward-looking statements. Factors that could cause actual results and
performance to differ from those expressed in our forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to:

the costs of integrating Ameris s and Islands operations, which may be greater than Ameris expects;

potential customer loss and deposit attrition as a result of the merger and the failure to achieve expected gains, revenue growth and/or
expense savings from such transactions;

Ameris s ability to effectively manage interest rate risk and other market, credit and operational risks;

Ameris s ability to manage fluctuations in the value of assets and liabilities and off-balance sheet exposure so as to maintain sufficient
capital and liquidity to support Ameris s business;

Ameris s ability to keep pace with technological changes;

Ameris s ability to develop competitive new products and services in a timely manner and the acceptance of such products and services

by our customers and potential customers;

Ameris s ability to expand into new markets;

the cost and other effects of material contingencies, including litigation contingencies;

further easing of restrictions on participants in the financial services industry, such as banks, securities brokers and dealers, investment
companies and finance companies, may increase competitive pressures and affect our ability to preserve our customer relationships
and margins;

possible changes in general economic and business conditions in the United States in general and in the region and communities we
serve in particular may lead to a deterioration in credit quality, which could require increases in our provision for credit losses, or a
reduced demand for credit, thereby reducing earning assets;
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the threat or occurrence of war or acts of terrorism and the existence or exacerbation of general geopolitical instability and uncertainty;
and

possible changes in trade, monetary and fiscal policies, laws, and regulations, and other activities of governments, agencies, and
similar organizations, including changes in accounting standards.
The cautionary statements in the section entitled Risk Factors at page 12 and elsewhere in this proxy statement/prospectus also identify
important factors and possible events that involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from those contained
in the forward-looking statements. Ameris and Islands do not intend, and undertake no obligation, to update or revise any forward-looking
statements, whether as a result of differences in actual results, changes in assumptions or changes in other factors affecting such statements.
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SUMMARY

This summary highlights selected information from this proxy statement/prospectus. It does not contain all the information that is important to

you. Each item in this summary refers to a page where that subject is discussed in more detail. To understand the merger fully, and for a more
complete description of the legal terms of the merger and the merger agreement, you should read carefully this entire proxy statement/prospectus

and the documents to which we have referred you. See the sections entitled Where You Can Get More Information at page 65 and Incorporation
of Certain Documents by Reference at page 66. In addition, the merger agreement is attached as APPENDIX A to this proxy

statement/prospectus and is incorporated into this proxy statement/prospectus by this reference. We urge you to read the merger agreement in its
entirety; it is the legal document that governs the merger. Unless the context requires otherwise, the terms we, our, and us refer to Ameris and
Islands together.

INFORMATION ABOUT AMERIS (PAGE 54) AND ISLANDS (PAGE 55)

AMERIS BANCORP, 24 2" AVENUE, S.E., MOULTRIE, GEORGIA 31768; (229) 890-1111. Ameris is a Georgia bank holding company
headquartered in Moultrie, Georgia that owns four subsidiary banks. As of June 30, 2006, Ameris had consolidated total assets of approximately
$1.78 billion, consolidated total loans of approximately $1.33 billion and consolidated shareholders equity of approximately $153.0 million.
Anmeris, through its subsidiary banks, is engaged in a full range of traditional banking, mortgage banking and investment services to individual
and corporate customers through its 43 locations in Georgia, Florida and Alabama.

ISLANDS BANCORP, 2348 BOUNDARY STREET, BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29902; (843) 521-1968. Islands is a South Carolina
bank holding company headquartered in Beaufort, South Carolina that owns one subsidiary bank. As of June 30, 2006, Islands had consolidated
total assets of approximately $69.3 million, consolidated total loans of approximately $61.1 million and consolidated shareholders equity of
approximately $6.9 million. Islands, through its subsidiary bank, is engaged in a full range of banking services at one location in South Carolina.

THE MERGER (PAGE 18)

The proposed acquisition of Islands by Ameris is governed by a merger agreement. The merger agreement provides that, if all of the conditions
set forth in the merger agreement are satisfied or waived, Islands will merge with and into Ameris. Ameris will be the surviving corporation after
the merger, and Islands Community Bank, N.A. ( Islands Bank ), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Islands, will be merged with and into American
Banking Company, a wholly-owned subsidiary bank of Ameris.

Except in certain circumstances described under the section entitled Terms of the Merger Merger Consideration at page 30, if the merger is
completed, then each of the issued and outstanding shares of Islands common stock will be converted into the right to receive either the per share
purchase price in cash or a to-be-determined number of shares of Ameris common stock with a market value, measured as of the trading period,
equal to the per share purchase price. You may elect to receive Ameris common stock, cash or a combination of stock and cash for your Islands
shares, subject to proration in the event the aggregate stock elections are greater or less than 75%. It is possible, therefore, that you will receive a
different proportion of stock and cash than you elect. For example, if stock elections representing more than 75% of the outstanding shares of
Islands common stock prior to the merger are made, then Ameris will prorate the number of shares of its common stock that the holders of
Islands common stock will receive so that no more than 75% of the Islands shares are converted into Ameris common stock. Shareholders of
Islands who do not properly submit an election for the type of consideration that they wish to receive will have their consideration prorated
before other shareholders.
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Ameris will not issue fractional shares. Islands shareholders who would otherwise be entitled to receive a fractional share of Ameris common
stock instead will receive cash based on the average closing price of the Ameris common stock during the trading period.

Depending upon the average closing price of the Ameris common stock during the trading period and the tangible capital of Islands, existing
Islands shareholders will own between approximately 3.3% and 4.4% of the total outstanding shares of Ameris common stock following the
merger.

We urge you to read the merger agreement, which is attached as APPENDIX A to this proxy statement/prospectus, in its entirety.
FEDERAL INCOME TAX CONSEQUENCES OF THE MERGER (PAGE 39)

The merger has been structured to qualify as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, which is referred to in this proxy statement/prospectus as the Code. Itis a condition to the completion of the merger that Islands and
Ameris receive opinions from their respective tax counsel, dated as of the effective date of the merger, to the effect that the merger will qualify
as a reorganization within the meaning of Section 368(a) of the Code. Assuming the merger qualifies as a reorganization, in general:

If you receive a combination of Ameris common stock and cash in exchange for your Islands common stock and your tax basis in your
Islands common stock is less than the sum of the cash and the fair market value, as of the effective date of the merger, of the Ameris
common stock received, you generally will recognize gain equal to the lesser of: (i) the sum of the cash and the fair market value of
the Ameris common stock you receive, minus the tax basis of your Islands common stock surrendered, and (ii) the amount of cash you
receive in the merger. However, if your tax basis in the Islands common stock surrendered in the merger is greater than the sum of the
cash and the fair market value of the Ameris common stock you receive, then your loss will not be currently allowed or recognized for
federal income tax purposes.

If you receive solely Ameris common stock in exchange for Islands common stock, then you generally will not recognize any gain or
loss, except with respect to cash you receive in lieu of fractional shares of Islands common stock.

If you receive solely cash in exchange for your Islands common stock, then you generally will recognize gain or loss equal to the
difference between the amount of cash you receive and the tax basis in your shares of Islands common stock.
See the section entitled Federal Income Tax Consequences of the Merger at page 39 for a more complete discussion of the United States federal
income tax consequences of the merger. We urge you to consult with your tax advisor for a full understanding of the tax consequences of the
merger to you.

OPINION OF FINANCIAL ADVISOR TO ISLANDS (PAGE 22)

Howe Barnes Investments, Inc., now known as Howe Barnes Hoefer & Arnett, Inc. ( Howe Barnes ), has given an opinion to Islands board of
directors that, as of the date of the merger agreement, the consideration to be received in the merger was fair, from a financial point of view, to
Islands shareholders. This opinion is attached as APPENDIX C to this proxy statement/prospectus. You should read this opinion completely to
understand the assumptions made, matters considered and limitations of the review undertaken by Howe Barnes. This opinion does not
constitute a recommendation to any Islands shareholder as to how to vote on the merger agreement or as to the form of consideration that a
Islands shareholder should elect.
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REASONS FOR THE MERGER (PAGE 20)

Islands believes that by becoming part of a larger organization with greater resources, it will be able to serve its customers and communities
better and provide more competitive services. The merger will also enable Islands shareholders to exchange their relatively illiquid shares of
Islands common stock, in a partially tax-free transaction, for cash and shares of common stock of a larger company, the stock of which is more
widely held and more liquid than that of Islands.

ISLANDS RECORD DATE AND VOTING (PAGES 16 AND 17)

If you owned shares of Islands common stock at the close of business on , 2006, the record date for the special meeting, you are
entitled to vote on the approval and adoption of the merger agreement and any other matters considered at the special meeting. On the record
date, there were 740,260 shares of Islands common stock outstanding. You will have one vote at the special meeting for each share of Islands
common stock you owned on the record date. The affirmative vote of shareholders owning at least two-thirds of the outstanding Islands common
stock is required to approve and adopt the merger agreement. As of the close of business on the record date for the special meeting, directors and
executive officers of Islands and their respective affiliates may be deemed to be the beneficial owners of shares of Islands common stock
representing approximately 34.2% of the outstanding voting power of Islands. Each of the directors and executive officers of Islands has
indicated that such person intends to vote or direct the vote of all the shares of Islands common stock over which such person has voting control
in favor of the merger proposal and the election of each of the director nominees. In addition, all of Islands directors, who beneficially owned, in
the aggregate, approximately 34.0% of the outstanding shares of Islands common stock, as of the record date, have entered into a voting
agreement with Ameris pursuant to which they granted to Ameris an irrevocable proxy to vote all voting securities of Islands held by such
directors in favor of the approval and adoption of the merger agreement.

ISLANDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOMMENDS SHAREHOLDER APPROVAL (PAGE 16)

Islands board of directors has determined that the merger is advisable and in the best interests of Islands and its shareholders and unanimously
recommends that you vote FOR the approval and adoption of the merger agreement.

AMERIS S DIVIDEND POLICY FOLLOWING THE MERGER (PAGE 37)

Ameris currently pays quarterly dividends of $0.14 per share of common stock. Ameris expects that it will continue to pay quarterly dividends,
but it may change that policy based on business conditions, its financial condition or other factors. Islands is restricted under the merger
agreement from paying dividends or making any distributions in respect of Islands common stock.

INTERESTS OF ISLANDS DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS IN THE MERGER (PAGE 45)

When considering the recommendation of Islands board of directors, you should be aware of potential conflicts of interest of, and the benefits
available to, certain of Islands directors and executive officers. These directors and executive officers may be deemed to have interests in the
merger that are different from, or in addition to, their interests as Islands shareholders generally. Islands board of directors was aware of these
interests and considered them before approving the merger and the merger agreement.

COMPARATIVE RIGHTS OF SHAREHOLDERS (PAGE 59)

Anmeris is incorporated under the laws of the State of Georgia and is subject to the Georgia Business Corporation Code and the Georgia
Financial Institutions Code. Islands is incorporated under the laws of the State
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of South Carolina and is subject to the South Carolina Business Corporation Act of 1988 and South Carolina banking laws. Upon completion of
the merger, the shareholders of Islands will become shareholders of Ameris, and the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of Ameris will govern
their rights. Ameris s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws differ somewhat from Islands Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.

EFFECT OF THE MERGER ON ISLANDS STOCK OPTIONS AND WARRANTS (PAGE 36)

Prior to the execution of the merger agreement, there were 40,869 outstanding options to purchase Islands common stock, which options had
exercise prices of between $10.00 and $11.00 per share. Pursuant to the terms of the merger agreement, any option that is outstanding at the
effective time of the merger will be cancelled in consideration of a cash payment to the option holder.

Prior to the execution of the merger agreement, there were 112,550 outstanding warrants to purchase Islands common stock, each of which had
an exercise price of $10.00 per share. Pursuant to the terms of the merger agreement, each warrant holder may elect to receive either Ameris
common stock or cash in exchange for all of his or her warrants. A warrant holder who does not properly provide an election notice for his or her
warrants will have those warrants cancelled at the effective time of the merger in consideration of the issuance of Ameris common stock for 50%
of the warrants and a cash payment for the remaining 50% of the warrants.

ACCOUNTING TREATMENT OF THE MERGER (PAGE 37)

We expect to account for the merger as a purchase transaction for accounting and financial reporting purposes under accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States ( GAAP ).

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS OF ISLANDS EMPLOYEES AFTER THE MERGER (PAGE 36)

Ameris has agreed to offer to all current employees of Islands who become Ameris employees substantially the same employee benefits as those
offered by Ameris to its employees in similar positions. Ameris will also give Islands employees full credit for their years of service with Islands
for both eligibility and vesting.

CONDITIONS TO THE MERGER (PAGE 33)

We will complete the merger only if several conditions are satisfied, including the following:

at least two-thirds of Islands outstanding shares are voted in favor of the approval and adoption of the merger agreement;

the representations and warranties made by Ameris and Islands in the merger agreement are materially true and correct as of the
effective date of the merger;

we receive all necessary regulatory approvals and any waiting periods required by law have passed; and

Islands counsel delivers an opinion that Islands shareholders will not recognize gain or loss for federal income tax purposes on the
receipt of shares of Ameris common stock that they receive in the merger.
TERMINATION OF THE MERGER AGREEMENT (PAGE 34)

Notwithstanding the approval and adoption of the merger agreement by Islands shareholders at the special meeting, our boards of directors can
jointly agree to terminate the merger agreement at any time. In addition, either party can terminate the merger agreement if:

we do not complete the merger by March 31, 2007;
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the other party materially breaches any of the representations, warranties or covenants it made or obligations it has under the merger
agreement and fails to cure the breach;

the conditions to completing the merger are not satisfied; or

any applicable regulatory agency denies approval of the merger.
AMERIS COMMON STOCK ISSUED IN THE MERGER TO BE LISTED ON NASDAQ (PAGE 36)

The shares of Ameris common stock to be issued in the merger will be listed on The Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol ABCB.
REQUIRED REGULATORY APPROVALS (PAGE 34)

We cannot complete the merger unless it is approved by the Federal Reserve Board, the Georgia Department of Banking and Finance and the
South Carolina Board of Financial Institutions. Ameris has filed applications with these regulatory authorities for approval of the merger.
Although we cannot be certain when or whether we will obtain the required regulatory approvals, we do not know of any reason why we should
not obtain them in a timely manner.

COMPARATIVE MARKET PRICES OF COMMON STOCK (PAGE 9)

Ameris common stock is traded on The Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol ABCB. Islands common stock is not traded on any
established market. On August 15, 2006, the last day prior to the public announcement of the merger, the last reported sale price per share of
Ameris common stock on The Nasdaq Global Select Market was $26.60. The resul