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Item 5. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure

As previously reported, Fifth Third has entered into an agreement to acquire Franklin Financial Corporation and its subsidiary, Franklin National
Bank. After discussion with its banking regulatory authorities, Fifth Third is currently filing regulatory applications to finalize this transaction.
The transaction is subject to regulatory approvals and the approval of Franklin Financial Corporation s shareholders. Fifth Third expects to
finalize this transaction in the second quarter of 2004.

Item 7. Financial Statements and Exhibits

Exhibit 99.1 Management Discussion of Trends

Item 9. Regulation FD Disclosure

To assist investors, financial analysts and other interested parties in their analysis of Fifth Third Bancorp, the Registrant developed the document
attached as Exhibit 99.1 to this Form 8-K. This document, incorporated herein by reference, is furnished, not filed.
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