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Notification for the purposes of sections 198-203 Companies Act 1985 - British
Energy plc (the "Company").

The Company has today received notification from Polygon Investment Partners LLP
("Polygon") that they have a notifiable interest in the share capital of British
Energy plc.

The shares in which Polygon are interested are 35,000,000 ordinary shares of 44
28/43p each in the capital of the Company (the "Shares"), representing 5.64% of
the allotted, called up and fully paid share capital.  Polygon's interest in
these Shares arises by virtue of section 208 of the Act.  The Shares are
registered in the name of Vidacos Nominees UBS London - 2303, 25 Molesworth
Street, Lewisham, London, SE13 7EX.  The beneficial owner of the shares is
Polygon Global Opportunities Masterfund.

                                   SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

Date:  August 18, 2004                     BRITISH ENERGY PLC

                                           By:____Paul Heward____

                                           Name:  Paul Heward
                                           Title: Director - Investor Relations
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