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Item 5.           Other Events
                  -------------

                  First PacTrust Bancorp, Inc. (the "Company"), a Maryland
Corporation, has announced an increase of its quarterly dividend to nine cents
per share ($0.09), payable on March 26, 2004 to shareholders of record as of
March 12, 2004.

Item 7.           Financial Statements and Exhibits
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                  (c) Attached as an exhibit is the Company's news release
announcing the cash dividend and the associated record and payment dates.
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                                   SIGNATURES

      Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

                                 FIRST PACTRUST BANCORP, INC.

                                 By:   /s/ James P. Sheehy
Date: February 17, 2004                -------------------
      -----------------                James P. Sheehy
                                       Executive Vice President
                                       Secretary and Treasurer
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